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Building A Promising Future 
 

Partners Workgroup Chair Diane Danaher reported on her committee’s meeting with 

Julie Metzger, Supervisor for Muskingum County’s Ohio Means Jobs Program, and 

Sharon Shooter, Southeast Regional Coordinator for the Bridges to Success Program.  

Education, employment and essential life skills are valuable tools for young people 

with mental illnesses and/or addictions and are directly linked to improved health and 

quality of life. Therefore, the above two specialists were asked to share information 

about resources needed for young adults to effectively transition into adulthood. 

Comprehensive Case Management and Employment 

Program (CCMEP): 

CCMEP is a workforce development activity that provides 

employment, training, and other support services to young 

adults ages 16-24 based upon a comprehensive assessment of employment and 

training needs. The program offers: • Paid Work Experience  • Career and Goal 

Planning  • GED Services  • Training  • Mentoring  • Child Care  • Transportation 

• Guidance and Counseling. 

The CCMEP is for young adults (16-24) who have at least one of the following: 

• Low Income  • Parent with or without Custody  • Currently or Formerly in Foster 

Care  • Homeless or a Runaway  • Minor Living with Minors  • Disabled  • Need a 

GED or High School Diploma  • Have a Remedial Math or Reading Level. 

For more information, contact the Ohio Means Jobs Office at 740-454-6211. 

Bridges to Success: Supporting Ohio’s Young Adults Emancipating from Foster 

Care 

Bridges is a voluntary program available to young adults 

who left foster care in Ohio at ages 18, 19 or 20 – and who 

are in school, working, participating in an employment 

program, or have a medical condition that prevents them 

from going to school or working. The program provides 

guidance and support as they transition to adulthood. 

Supportive services include help with:  • Finding Safe and Affordable Housing 

• Navigating an Educational Path  • Assessing Skills and Searching for a Job 

• Getting Health Insurance and Finding Needed Healthcare. 

For more information visit the website www.bridgestosuccess.ifs.ohio.gov.  Hotline 

number: 1-866-503-1895. 
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Under the guidance of Finance/Audit Committee Chair Dr. Dan Scheerer, the Board of Directors: 

➢ Approved two accounts Payables that included $1,010,553.23 in payments to network contract 

organizations and various community partners for the provision of treatment and support services for 

persons with mental illness and/or addictions. 

➢ Approved a special allocation of $100,000 from Muskingum County levy reserves to Muskingum 

Behavioral Health to stabilize the agency’s financial position and ensure the continuation of much-

needed alcohol/drug addiction recovery treatment and support services. 

➢ Accepted the amounts/rates for service area tax levies and certified them to the respective County 

Auditors. 

➢ To facilitate state and federal grant payouts to contract organizations, approved the transfer of 

$700,000 from the CY 2019 Contingencies Line Item to the Contract Services – Agencies Line Item. 

 

September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 

Suicidal thoughts, much like mental health conditions, can affect anyone regardless 

of age, gender or background. In fact, suicide is often the result of an untreated 

mental health condition. Suicidal thoughts, although common, should not be 

considered normal and often indicate more serious issues. National Suicide 

Prevention Awareness Month is a time to share resources and stories (http://notalone.nami.org) in an effort to 

shed light on this highly taboo and stigmatized topic.  

The MHRS Board’s five Suicide Prevention Coalitions (in Coshocton, Guernsey, Morgan, Muskingum and 

Perry Counties) use this month to reach out to those affected by suicide, raise awareness, and connect 

individuals with suicidal ideation to treatment services.  Some resources/information: 

➢ Being Prepared for a Crisis (https://www.nami.org/Find-Support/Family-Members-and-Caregivers/Being-

Prepared-for-a-Crisis).  

➢ The National Suicide Hotline Number is 1-800-273-TALK (8255). 

➢ Allwell Behavioral Health’s Crisis Hotline Number is 1-800-344-5818. 

➢ The Crisis Text Line can be accessed by texting 4hope to 741 741. 

Help promote awareness by sharing images and graphics (https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-

Events/Awareness-Resources) on your website and social media accounts. Use #SuicidePrevention or 

#StigmaFree. 

 

http://notalone.nami.org/
https://www.nami.org/Find-Support/Family-Members-and-Caregivers/Being-Prepared-for-a-Crisis
https://www.nami.org/Find-Support/Family-Members-and-Caregivers/Being-Prepared-for-a-Crisis
https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-Events/Awareness-Resources
https://www.nami.org/Get-Involved/Awareness-Events/Awareness-Resources
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PAX Initiative for the 2019-2020 School Year 

For the past two years, the MHRS Board has taken the lead in the area of training teachers and other school 

personnel in the use of the PAX Good Behavior Game. 

In 2019-2020, the level of investment in the PAX Program has increased through a partnership with 

Nationwide Children’s Hospital. This collaboration is aimed at increasing fidelity in implementation  

through the inclusion of a PAX Partner. The PAX Partner provides support for teachers and is also 

responsible for data collection. 

For the 2019-2020 school year, seven schools received a PAX Partner. The PAX Partners are working with 

a consultant from Nationwide Children’s Hospital, who is providing support and training for both the 

partners and their schools. 

Additional schools who are not using PAX in their classrooms have been identified as Data Collection 

Schools for this school year — with the intent to become PAX schools during the 2020-2021 school year. 

The MHRS Board continues to assist with PAX Teacher Trainings. In an effort to get everyone in the school 

PAX-trained, however, PAX Community Tools trainings are being offered to aides, cooks, bus drivers, 

office staff, etc. The Tools Training is the community version of PAX, teaching the same skills and 

methods, minus the specific skills that a lead teacher would need. The PAX Community Tools Training is 

also offered to parents, youth workers, community organizers, after-school program workers . . . anyone 

who works with children. 

Thus far for FY 2020, two Teacher Trainings and two Community Tools Trainings have been scheduled. 

The current aim is to host a Tools Training in each of the MHRS Board’s six service area counties before 

the end of the calendar year. 

For more information, contact Jamie McGrew at the MHRS Board – 740-454-8557. 

 

Board to Receive Special Crisis Funding 

• Mental Health (MH) and Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Crisis Stabilization Centers:  

The Ohio Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) will make available to MHRS 

Boards an allocation totaling $15,000,000 statewide to establish and administer (in collaboration with other 

MHRS Boards that serve the same state psychiatric hospital region) six MH and six SUD crisis stabilization 

centers. 

• Crisis Flex Funds:  

OhioMHAS will also make available to MHRS Boards an allocation totaling $11,500,000 across the 

biennium in Crisis Flex Funds to help meet the needs of individuals and families to prevent or stabilize a 

substance use or mental health crisis. These funds may be used to meet intermittent needs, so that clients and 

families can successfully maintain their recovery with the least restrictive, lowest cost service possible. This 

MHRS Board will be receiving $115,441 in Crisis Flex Funds. 
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• Recovery Advisory / Quality Improvement Council: The MHRS Board’s Recovery Advisory / Quality 

Improvement Council will be meeting from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on Wednesday, September 25, at the 

Rolling Plains United Methodist Church in Zanesville. Most of the meeting will involve the presentation of this 

year’s “Friend of Recovery” awards. Ten individuals will be recognized for their outstanding efforts to improve 

the lives of persons struggling with mental illness and/or addictions. 

• Ohio’s Recovery Conference: The Ohio Recovery Conference for clients, family members and behavioral 

healthcare professionals will take place on October 14-15 at the Hyatt Regency in Columbus. The Ohio 

Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities. OACBHA has reported that approximately 1,100 

individuals have already registered. This year’s programming will include a peer supporter education track and 

several new interactive opportunities for individuals in recovery. Registrations can be made at www.oacbha.org.  

• Celebration of the Life of Ralph Beegan (who passed away on August 25, 2019) : The 

MHRS Board is hosting a ‘Celebration of the Life of Ralph Beegan’ from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on 

Friday, October 25, at the Board’s Office, 1500 Coal Run Road, Zanesville. Attendees are 

asked to bring stories and pictures to share as we create a memorial book for Ralph’s family. 

Ralph was an integral part of the MHRS Board System, beginning in 1971, and he was the 

MHRS Board’s Network Systems Coordinator from 1991 to 2018. Ralph was a big proponent 

of client-centered programming long before the Recovery-Oriented System of Care initiative came into being, 

and he always emphasized the importance of being kind to clients. 

• New Board Member:  On September 5, 2019, the Muskingum County Commissioners took action to appoint 

REV. DR. MICHAEL BULLOCK to the Board of Directors. Dr. Bullock is Pastor of the Hands of Faith Church 

in Zanesville. He will be taking the ‘Oath of Office’ at the MHRS Board’s October 10th board meeting. 

• Muskingum County Criminal Justice Collaborative: The annual meeting of the MHRS Board’s Muskingum 

County Criminal Justice Collaborative will be held from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 30, at the 

Grace United Methodist Church in downtown Zanesville. The meeting will be focused on the operations of 

several service area Specialty Court Dockets. 

• Hundreds Attend “Recovering Our Community” Event @ Secrest Auditorium:  A guest 

speaker from Detroit drew a large crowd at Secrest Auditorium on September 11, as she 

delivered a speech about recovery from drugs and alcohol. Katie Donovan (pictured to the 

left), a nationally-certified Family Recovery Coach and Certified Intervention Professional, 

shared the story of her daughter’s addiction battle and how the Donovan family endured, 

sacrificed and triumphed together. Other speakers included Muskingum County Court of 

Common Pleas Judge Kelly Cottrill, Emily Tarbert, Jim and Kelly Suttles, and Tegan 

Drake. The event also included an extensive expo in the basement offering important information about addiction 

recovery. 

http://www.oacbha.org/

