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MHRS Board’s Community Plan – FY 2019-2020 

 

Board members ratified the submission of the MHRS Board’s FY 2019-2020 Community 

Plan to the Ohio Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services on August 1, 2019. 

The Plan’s primary areas of focus are: 

➢ The continuation of treatment services and supports for those struggling with 

substance use disorders – including Naloxone Availability, Substance Use 

Treatment and Case Management for Pregnant Women, and Help for Parents 

with Substance Use Disorders. 

➢ The prevention/decrease of opiate overdoses/deaths. 

➢ Expanding services for children with serious emotional disorders – including 

Intensive Home-Based Treatment and Crisis Stabilization Services for Youth. 

➢ The continuation of treatment and recovery support services for adults with 

mental illness. 

➢ Expanding Sequential Intercept Mapping in two service area counties (focused on 

behavioral health treatment for adults and youths involved with the criminal 

justice system). 

➢ Promoting a trauma-informed care approach in treatment services. 

➢ Increasing access to evidence-based prevention services. 

➢ Developing a comprehensive plan for suicide prevention, intervention and 

postvention. 

➢ Establishing a residential treatment facility for adolescent females. 

➢ Addressing workforce development and retention. 

The plan also highlighted the MHRS Board’s collaborative undertakings that have helped 

to support a full continuum of care – including: Maternal Health Case Management, the 

PAX Good Behavior School Prevention Program, Opiate Quick Response Teams, Critical 

Incident Stress Management for First Responders, Sequential Intercept Mapping, and 

Intensive Home-Based Services for Children/Families in Guernsey and Noble Counties. 

This Community Plan will help advance the MHRS Board’s efforts to keep the 

communities in our six-county service area healthy, safe and drug-free. MHRS Board 

staff look forward to continuing to team up with clients/families, contract service 

providers and other essential community partners to maintain and improve the network’s 

Recovery-Oriented System of Care. 
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Under the guidance of Finance/Audit Committee Chair Dr. Dan Scheerer, the Board of Directors: 

➢ Approved two Accounts Payables that included $485,634.17 in payments to contract organizations 

and various community partners for the provision of treatment/support services for persons with 

mental illness and/or addictions. 

➢ Approved Appropriation Transfers in the MHRS Board’s Calendar Year 2019 budget which were 

related to final ‘move-in’ adjustments in the MHRS Board’s new offices. The largest expense 

($18,000.00) is for the purchase of teleconferencing equipment that will enable staff to cut down on 

out-of-office meetings through accessing web conferences and trainings. This equipment will also 

facilitate local network trainings — including the Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) Academy that will 

be held the week of October 21-25. 

 

Senator Portman Introduces Combating Meth & Cocaine Act 

U.S. Senator Rob 

Portman (R-OH – pictured 

to the left) recently 

introduced new 

legislation — The 

Combating Meth & 

Cocaine Act — to give 

states more flexibility to use federal funding to 

address the resurgence of methamphetamine and 

cocaine. Specifically, the bill expands the use of the 

State Opioid Response (SOR) Grant funding to 

address the rising use and overdose deaths attributed 

to the abuse of meth and cocaine. This bill also 

authorizes the SOR Grant program for five years, 

providing $500 million annually—to ensure there is 

a stable funding stream to states. 

There has been a resurgence of meth and cocaine 

overdoses in Ohio and around the United States. 

The Centers for Disease Control notes a dramatic 

uptick in overdose deaths with stimulant 

involvement last year. Fatal overdoses where 

cocaine was mentioned were up 34 percent and 

those where meth was involved were up 37 percent. 

In 2017, Ohio also had more than 1,500 individuals 

die of cocaine overdoses, almost a 140 percent 

increase from the year before.  

“This legislation gives states more flexibility to use 

the SOR funding to address the resurgence of meth 

and cocaine, which will better address the on-the-

ground reality of addiction in Ohio and many other 

states,” said Senator Portman.
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Annual Report of Client Grievances 

And Major Unusual Incidents (MUIs) 

Partners Workgroup Chair Diane Danaher reported on her 

committee’s review of the MHRS Board’s Annual Report 

of Client Grievances and Major Unusual Incidents. 

The Ohio Revised Code establishes standards to ensure the 

prompt and accurate notification of certain prescribed 

incidents. It also requires agencies to review and analyze all 

incidents so that they might identify and implement 

corrective measures designed to prevent recurrence and to 

manage risk. 

The MHRS Board’s contract organizations are required to 

forward each reportable MUI to the Ohio Department of 

Mental Health & Addiction Services (with a copy to the 

MHRS Board) within 24 hours of its discovery. 

In FY 2019, the MHRS Board received 16 MUIs. The 

reporters of the MUIs were MHRS Board contract 

organizations as well as local adult care facilities and some 

out-of-area treatment centers. Five of the 16 MUIs were 

client deaths by suicide and one suicide attempt. In FY 

2018, the MHRS Board provided network clinicians with 

special trainings on conducting comprehensive risk 

assessments of clients’ suicide-related thoughts and 

behaviors. The MHRS Board will continue to promote the 

importance of assessing risk and considering options to 

create stability for clients who are experiencing suicidal 

issues. 

The MHRS Board also received three client grievances that 

were duly addressed and resolved.

 

Budget of the State of Ohio – Fiscal Years 2020-2021 
MHRS Board Director Misty Cromwell reported on the three primary behavioral health investment areas included in the 

recently-approved FY 2020-2021 State Budget: 

►PREVENTION AND EARLY INTERVENTION: In partnership with RecoveryOhio and the Office of Children’s Initiatives, the 

Ohio Department of Mental Health & Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) will expand access to prevention and early 
intervention, including: 

➢ Expanding Access to Prevention Resources: OhioMHAS will direct $18 million toward ensuring schools can provide children with 
evidence-based prevention education. 

➢ Empowering Families & Communities: OhioMHAS will invest $18 million to help reduce stigma associated with behavioral health 
and equip Ohioans with skills needed to implement healthy prevention and intervention approaches in their own homes and personal 
relationships. 

➢ Strengthening Intervention Services: Ohio MHAS will provide $12 million over the biennium to expand Ohio START, an intervention 
program that provides specialized victim services, such as intensive trauma counseling, to children who have suffered victimization 
through substance abuse of a parent. 

►CRIMINAL JUSTICE: Directing behavioral health resources towards people who are criminal justice-involved fosters 

public safety, reduces recidivism, encourages family reunification, and promotes sustained recovery. 

➢ Expanding Specialty Docket Courts: OhioMHAS will target an additional $7.5 million toward maintaining current court supports and 
expanding specialty docket access to more communities. 

➢ Supporting Local Law Enforcement: OhioMHAS will direct resources toward offsetting the cost of Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT) 
or similar training to local police and sheriff’s departments. 

➢ Maintaining Current Investments in Criminal Justice: OhioMHAS will continue its partnership with the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Corrections for the provision of recovery services in Ohio’s prisons. OhioMHAS will also continue to support 
citizens returning to the community after incarceration in state prisons through programming designed to help people connect with 
recovery support services upon their release. 

►CRISIS SERVICES: OhioMHAS will support a coordinated and sustainable behavioral health crisis system that is readily 

accessible and is integrated with the behavioral healthcare system, the medical care system, and the human services system. 
➢ Crisis Capacity Building and Flexible Funding: The Executive Budget directs nearly $21 million to developing standardized and 

quality crisis access in communities (as an alternative to arrest or ER visits).  
➢ Maintain Current Investments in Crisis Service: The budget maintains funding for programs that are currently working to address 

and prevent crisis, i.e., Crisis and 211 Lines (including Crisis Text Line). 
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Community Transition Program:  The MHRS Board recently received notification from OhioMHAS 

that they are seeking to partner with local MHRS Boards to provide administrative oversight of the 

Department’s Community Transition Program (CTP), starting this fall. (The CTP was previously 

administered through CareSource.) CTP provides linkage to drug/alcohol treatment services and recovery 

supports for persons who are transitioning from prison to the community. This MHRS Board is opting to 

partner with OhioMHAS in administering this program and will be working with contract providers to do 

more in-reach efforts with prison inmates, fully explaining the benefits of the program. 
 

Culture of Quality: Director Cromwell has received unofficial notification that the MHRS Board is 

being re-certified (for another three years) by the Ohio Association of County Behavioral Authorities as a 

‘Culture of Quality’ Board. Board members congratulated MHRS Board employees for achieving this 

honor. Conformance to COQ standards included the areas of: Health & Safety; Human Resources; 

Governance; Ethics; Mission and Program; Risk Management and Insurance; and Board Finance and 

Operations. 

HEALing Communities Study: Director Cromwell reported on 

the National Institute of Health’s HEALing Communities Study in four 

states hit hard by the opioid crisis (one of which is Ohio). Ohio’s study 

will involve 19 counties, one of which is Guernsey from this Board’s 

service area, with the potential for that county to see $1.2 million to 

$1.5 million for their participation. The study will generate evidence 

about how tools for preventing and treating opioid addiction are most 

effective at the local level. The goal is to prevent and treat opioid use 

disorders within highly affected communities and reduce opioid related 

deaths by 40 percent over three years. The grantee for Central and Southeast Ohio’s portion of the study is 

The Ohio State University. The acronym HEAL stands for Helping to End Addiction Long-term. The other 

partner in this initiative is the Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration. 

 

Perry Behavioral Health Choices (PBHC) is holding an open house for 

the grand opening of their Youth & Family Services Department at 113 

N. Main Street in New Lexington. Open house activities will take place 

from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm on Tuesday, August 20. In addition to the new 

Youth & Family Services Building, everyone is welcome to visit each of 

PBHC’s Main Street locations – including the Outpatient Office, the 

Twice Turned Bookstore, the Activity Center, Stanton Villa Treatment 

Center for Women, Evolution Treatment Center for Men, the ClearView 

Withdrawal Management Center and the organization’s two Recovery 

Houses (Eclipse and Sobriety Village).   


